SPRING 2018
Poetry courses and workshops
throughout the country and
online www.poetryschool.com

Welcome

In our 20th anniversary year, we’re proud to present
a programme of courses and opportunities to nurture
and mentor poets at all stages of their development.
We offer an unparalleled selection of face-to-face
workshops, innovative and accessible online
courses, tailored one-to-one tuition, an accredited
MA in Writing Poetry, and a range of development
opportunities from competitions to residencies. Read
on to find out how the Poetry School can make you a
better poet.

Contact
The Poetry School
81 Lambeth Walk, London SE11 6DX
Tel: 0207 582 1679
Website: www.poetryschool.com

Staff
Sally Carruthers Executive Director –
sally@poetryschool.com
John Canfield Programme & Facilities Manager –
john@poetryschool.com
Will Barrett Digital Programme Producer –
will@poetryschool.com
Maryam Tavakoli Finance Officer –
Maryam@poetryschool.com
Ali Lewis Admin and Marketing Coordinator –
ali@poetryschool.com
Andrew Parkes Admin and Programme Officer –
andy@poetryschool.com
Please email the team on administration@
poetryschool.com if you have queries
about bookings.

SOCIAL	
Join us on Facebook at ‘The Poetry School’
Follow us on Twitter @poetryschool
Our Instagram is @thepoetryschool
Sign up to our mailing list at
www.poetryschool.com/contact
Register for our online poetry community
CAMPUS at www.poetryschool.com/campus

The Charit y
The Poetry School’s aim is to nurture new poetic
voices through our programme of teaching
and projects, and we are very grateful for all
charitable support. Donations of any size help us
to broaden our reach and ensure that everyone,
no matter what their means, can participate
in our activities via our hardship bursaries.
The easiest way to give is online at www.
poetryschool.com/support-us or by sending
us a cheque made out to The Poetry School to 81
Lambeth Walk, London, SE11 6DX. You can even
choose to donate on the phone when you book
one of our courses.
If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim gift aid on
your donation which makes it worth even more.
If you would like to talk further about giving to
the Poetry School email Sally Carruthers –
sally@poetryschool.com. She will be delighted
to help you.
The Poetry School is a registered company,
number 3434849 and a charity, number 1069314.
We are proud to be one of Arts Council England’s
National Portfolio Organisations.

Partners & Funders
We are very grateful to all our funders,
particularly Arts Council England, and to
all our donors including The Paul Hamlyn
Foundation, The Dovehouse Trust, Iain
and Mariko Drayton and family and those
supporters who prefer to remain anonymous.
Programme partners
Partners with whom were are pleased to
work this term include Newcastle University,
Nine Arches Press, New Writing North Malika’s
Kitchen, and Southbank Centre.

About the Poetry School

The Poetry School was founded in 1997 by poets
Jane Duran, Mimi Khalvati and Pascale Petit. Since
our earliest years, our courses and activities have
encouraged poets and poetry to flourish, and we count
many successful publishing and performing writers
amongst our past and current students. Students,
tutors and staff are all at different stages with their
poetry. We have a wide variety of skills and interests,
but all of us share a desire to improve our skills,
expand our horizons and develop an audience for our
work within a community of poets.
Our Tutors
Some of our tutors are TS Eliot Prize winners, some
have just published their first pamphlets, all are
practising poets. We delight in their writing, are
inspired by their teaching skills and welcome the
introduction of their ideas to our students. We are also
interested in developing poets’ teaching
skills, so if you’d like to teach for us, email:
andy@poetryschool.com and will@poetryschool.com
to start a conversation.
What to Expect
Poetry School activities are friendly and relatively
informal, with between 6 and 16 students in a group.
In a teaching session, you might be given Exercises
(specific writing tasks to inspire your own poems
or ideas) or Feedback (comments on your work by
tutors and / or other students); you might be Reading
(close attention to published poems, looking for
examples of technique, style, theme or form), Writing
(working towards creating new poems throughout the
duration of the course or workshop) or a combination

C ONCESSIONS
	Each Poetry School activity has three prices
listed. The first is the standard price, the
second is the price for over 60s, and the third
is our concessionary rate. Concessions are
currently available for…

• 25s and under
• Full time students
•	Those who receive Job Seekers Allowance,

Income Support, Working Tax Credit, Pension
Credit, Universal Credit or Income Related
Employment and Support Allowance

•	Those whose sole source of income is the state
retirement pension

of all these, and some courses will include tasks
for you to work on at home. Some activities aim to
pass on knowledge in a very structured way, some
are designed to be sessions in which the creatively
unexpected occurs. If you have a preference for
a particular style of activity, contact the office to
discuss the options. Many of our course groups
create blogs or publications together, or head off for a
drink after a session – students can be as solitary or
social as they like!
Most of our courses and workshops accommodate
writers with a wide range of experience, but some are
specifically designed for beginners or more practised
poets.
Here are our definitions –
Beginner – someone who is in love with words,
and wants to start arranging the best of them into
the best order. You may have written a few poems
already, and you’ll have an idea about who your
favourite writers are.
Intermediate – have you been writing for a few
years or more, and are you ready to submit poems
to magazines and competitions, or perform them at
readings? Perhaps you do so already.
Advanced – are you on your way to a large portfolio
of your own writing, and becoming confident about
what you want to say and how you want to say it? Are
you thinking about a pamphlet, or a first collection,
or headline spots at poetry readings?
If you’re a beginner writer who likes to be stretched,
or an advanced writer who’d like a refresher course,
we can usually find a course to accommodate you.

bursary and Payment Plans
	If you aren’t eligible for the concessionary rate but
can’t afford the full cost of taking part in Poetry
School activities, we invite you to apply for a bursary
to cover up to 75% of activity costs. The maximum
you can apply for is £300 in any given year, though
in exceptional circumstances we may be able to
offer more. Priority is given to people who have not
received financial support from us before. For more
information and to apply for a bursary, visit the
Bursary section on our website. The deadline for
applications for this term’s bursaries is
22 December. The Poetry School bursary scheme is
supported by the generosity of students and other
donors, for which we are very grateful.
	We can also arrange payment plans for those
who would like to pay in instalments.

‘Where Light Lives’
By Magret Peper

the revolving doors
have slowed down
long enough
for the dark side
to be revisited.
I learn to find
a glimmer in a house
where barns are filled with grain
pantries with preserves
where rooms release
their scent of wellknown
words
while wanderlust grows
from all the windows
I learn to write.

All the latest news
The Poetry School email newsletter pings out once a
week with up-to-the-minute details of our new courses
and workshops, and a great links section advertising
competitions, events and opportunities for poets. It’s
the best way to stay in touch with us – sign up at
www.poetryschool.com/contact/newsletter.php

WHEN & HOW TO BOOK
Booking is now open. The Poetry School is a
small charitable arts organisation running on
tight financial margins. We’d be very grateful
if you could book by 8 January, it helps us
plan effectively – thank you!

•	If you are booking courses and workshops

with us for the first time, all prices are 15% off
(phone bookings only).

•	No discounts on seminars, individual
teaching or Travelling Workshops.

The quickest, easiest and cheapest way to book
is online at www.poetryschool.com – search the list of

REFUNDS

•	If you cancel your booking more than four

weeks before the start date, we will refund you.

•	If you cancel your booking less than four weeks
before the start date, we will refund you if we
can fill your place from a waiting list.

•	There are no refunds available for talks and
readings, and any requests for seminar and
tutorial refunds will be discussed on an
individual basis.

•	Any deposits you have made for activities that

you cancel less than four weeks before the start
date are unrefundable.

•	If we cancel a course, workshop, talk or
reading, we will refund you in full.

•	Please be aware that we cannot refund any
travel costs you may have incurred.

PLEASE NOTE
All details are correct at time of writing, and
we will inform students of any changes to the
advertised programme as necessary. Poetry
courses and workshops are dynamic activities,
and advertised content may occasionally be
adapted to take account of students’ needs.

activities by course name, tutor or keyword,
and pay with a debit or credit card through our
secure payment system.
You can also call the office on 0207 582 1679 to
pay with a debit or credit card. To pay by post,
please send a cheque made out to the Poetry
School and include exact details of the course
or workshop you would like to book, together
with your name, address, email address and
phone number.
PLEASE NOTE: each course or workshop needs
a certain number of students in order to run. We
make the decision about whether we are going
to run each activity two weeks before it starts or
happens, so if you are intending to book, please
make sure you do so in plenty of time.

Access
The Poetry School classrooms in London are on
the ground floor and accessible to wheelchair
users, and we have an induction hearing loop
system. Most other venues are accessible
to wheelchair users, please contact us to
check or visit our website. If you would like
digital versions of handouts from courses and
workshops, please let us know when you book,
and we will do our best to arrange this for you.

INDIVIDUAL TEACHING
 ots of our tutors give one-to-one tutorials in person or by email – contact us for details.
L
A one-to-one session with a poet can give you personalised feedback on a selection of your
work, advise you on submitting to magazines or discuss translation issues – tell us your
particular requirements, and we’ll find someone to help at a convenient time and place for you.
Longer tutorials can easily be arranged too.

Tutorials in person – £100: The price is for an hour of tutor preparation time, and a one hour
meeting, based on a submission of 200 lines of poetry.
Tutorials by email – £100: The price is for a c1,000 word comment on a submission of 200
lines of poetry.
Manuscript Assessment – £300: The price is for a face-to-face session or email commentary on a
book or pamphlet length submission of no more than 1,200 lines in total.
Mentoring – £800: The price is for a committed working relationship with a mentor for between
8 and 12 months, to include 6 x one hour face-to-face sessions or 1,000 word email commentaries on
250 lines of poetry at a time, personalised reading and writing tasks, and guidance on next steps
towards publication and life as a working poet.
Poets who teach individuals are listed on the website - to discuss a tutorial, assessment or mentoring
arrangement email administration@poetryschool.com, call 0207 582 1679 or
visit: poetryschool.com

WANT TO TEACH FOR US?
The Poetry School has one of the largest freelance faculties of poets in world, teaching over 130+ courses
and workshops a year across our London, Manchester, Bristol and Exeter classrooms, as well as online and
internationally.

We’re always keen to hear course/workshop proposals from practicing poets – from all backgrounds and
levels of experience – so please drop an email to: andy@poetryschool.com and will@poetryschool.com to
start a conversation.

MANCHESTER 
	
Activities in Manchester take place in the
Friends’ Meeting House, 6 Mount Street,
Manchester, M2 5NS and Manchester Art
Gallery, Mosley St, Manchester M2 3JL.
Digital Poetry
Tutor: Maya Chowdhry
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Day / Time: Wednesdays, weekly, 7–9pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 24 January
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
What is Digital Poetry? How do you write and create
poems with digital tools? Drawing on visual poetic
forms such as Concrete Poetry and Dada this course
will explore how electronic literature can use and
expand our language to create digital forms, such
as Hypertext and Data Poetry. We will examine the
work of Digital Poets, such as JR Carpenter, Alan
Sondheim, Jason Nelson and Caitlin Fisher. Expect
to produce Digital Poems and share them online.
No prior knowledge or experience of Digital Poetry
required. A device such as a phone, tablet or computer
will be necessary to produce Digital Poems.
The Poetry of Dissent
Tutor: Adam Lowe
Venue: Friends’ Meeting House
Day / Time: Thursdays, weekly, 7–9pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 1 March
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
Manchester has a varied and colourful history of
dissent from the Suffragettes to the Refugee and
Asylum Seeker Participatory Action Research
group. In this exciting course, we’ll dig deep into
Manchester’s own history of resistance, as well as
classic and contemporary poems of politics, for
inspiration and guidance. Together we will explore
themes of rebellion and revolution, protest and
parade, while uncovering stories of local, national and
international dissent. Located next to Archives+ at
Central Library, the course will make use
of historical records, as well as the
exhibits and texts therein.

Saturday Sessions
Tutors: Ann Sansom & Peter Sansom
Venue: Manchester Art Gallery
Day / Time: Saturdays, Monthly, 10:30am – 4pm
Duration: 3 sessions per term
Dates: : 27 January; 24 February; 24 March
Price: £59, £55, £50 per session
Level: Open to all
Three individual sessions, each of which combines
brilliant writing exercises with insightful, supportive
feedback. These writing Saturdays will make a genuine
difference to your poetry. A suggested reading-list and
shared reading and writing tasks at home (between
sessions) will further the group experience. Ann and
Peter will alternate tutoring the days.

EXETER

	
Activities in Exeter take place in the Exeter Community
Centre, 17 Saint Davids Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG.

The Poetry of Rubbish
Tutor: John Wedgwood Clarke
Venue: Exeter Community Centre
Day / Time: Thursdays, fortnightly, 7–9pm
Duration: 5 Sessions
Start Date: 25 January
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
Rubbish, both as metaphor and material, is a rich
and stinking source for poetry: ‘what else deflects us
from the/ errors of our illusionary ways’ (Garbage,
AR Ammons). All the pristine stuff of the shopping
centre enters a strange and poetically resonant afterlife
when dumped: the midden is memory and warning,
a place of displacements, where things ‘shine with a
late sacramental gleam’ (‘A Garage in Co. Cork’, Derek
Mahon). In each session we’ll discuss exemplary poetic
responses to waste across a range of verse techniques
and philosophical perspectives and develop our own
through writing exercises and homework. By the end
you should have a small group of gleaming, rubbish
poems!

BRISTOL

	
Activities in Bristol take place in The Hours,
10 Colston Yard, Colston Street, Bristol BS1 5BD.
Letting Your Avant-Garde Down
Tutor: Caleb Parkin
Venue: The Hours
Day / Time: Tuesdays, fortnightly, 7–9pm
Duration: 5 Sessions
Start Date: 23 January
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
We are the avant-garde! This course is an invitation
to innovate, explore and take risks with your writing. Through five fortnightly sessions, you’ll explore
avant-garde techniques harvested from the Surrealists, Situationists, Oulipo and more – from found
and black-out poems, to automatic and ‘uncreative
writing’. These exercises can not only encourage us
to bypass our usual or habitual thought processes,
but can also help access new aesthetics, forms, ideas
and personal topics for poetry. You’ll be given fun,
stimulating ‘ways in’ to the avant-garde, encouraged
to work up pieces and – who knows? – perhaps we’ll
start our very own movement.

SEMINARS

	Seminars meet monthly for in-depth
discussions on poems in progress, with a tutor
on hand to offer additional advice, guidance
and feedback. Groups contain between 6 and 8
students. A successful seminar group enables
supportive critical friendships to develop, so you
areencouraged to commit to all eight sessions.
As far as we can, we arrange seminars according to levels of interest and experience. Tell us
what sort of writer you are and which tutor you’d
like to work with, and we’ll try and find the right
match for you right match for you. Seminars
usually begin in October, but sometimes places
become free during the year – contact us
for details.
London seminar groups are run by Jacqueline
Saphra, Robert Vas Dias and Tamar Yoseloff.

15% off for
new students
The first time you take a course or
workshop with the Poetry School,
we’ll give you a 15% discount on the
price to say hello and welcome. This
offer if not available online, so give
the office a call on 0207 582 1679 if
you’re booking for the first time.
Let one of our recent students
encourage you...

The Poetry School
online courses
provide an invaluable
opportunity to people,
no matter where they
are based, to learn
more, hone their own
poetry, and be part
of a community.

Jacqui Rowe runs a group in Birmingham
Greta Stoddart runs groups in Bridport and Exeter
Susan Wicks runs a seminar group in Kent
Antony Dunn runs groups in Leeds and York
Alice Kavounas runs a group in Penzance
Rebecca Gethin runs a group in Plymouth
Moniza Alvi runs a group in Wymondham

- Summer 2017 survey response

LONDON

	How to find us – unless otherwise listed, all of our London activities take place in our own classrooms either
side of 81 Lambeth Walk. Our nearest tube stations are Waterloo and Lambeth North. For details relevant
bus routes, visit the Transport for London website www.tfl.gov.uk
	By car – there is very limited pay & display parking in Lambeth Walk.
	Food and Drink – There are plenty of cafes and sandwich shops near Lambeth Walk – you’re welcome to
bring food back to eat in the classrooms before a session starts or during a lunch break. Tea and coffee are
freely available on the house (donations welcome).

3-TERM COURSES THAT STARTED
IN THE AUTUMN.
Which is the course for you?

All our 3-term courses have some common ground, but
do vary in content, level and approach. Call us on 0207
582 1679 or drop administration@poetryschool.com
an email, and we’ll find the perfect course for you.
Advanced Poetry Workshop (Daytime)
Tutor: Matthew Caley
Day / Time: Mondays, weekly 2–4pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 22 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Advanced
This course is for more advanced writers of poetry.
Each week, we will read and discuss your poems in
progress, developing familiarity with each others’ work
and offering detailed feedback with the aim of moving
your writing forward. There is a clear focus on editing and
re-drafting alongside a discussion of themes and ideas,
forms, and technical aspects. Occasionally, we will also
read published poems for stimulus and consideration.
To apply: contact the office for details.
Pamphlet / Portfolio
Tutor: Wayne Holloway-Smith
Day / Time: Mondays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 22 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Advanced
Hands up if you’ve been working on your poems for
some time and you don’t know where to go next. Maybe
you feel like you need a new direction, a push? Whether
you’re looking to construct a portfolio, getting your
first pamphlet publication-ready, entering competitions,
or simply looking for that new avenue of exploration,
this course is for you. Join a supportive network of
poet-peers and expose yourself to some of the best new
approaches to poetry available, discuss your work, and
receive feedback and further advice. We’ll guide you
toward the next stage of your poetry career.

The Construction of the Poem
Tutors: Various
Day / Time: Mondays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 22 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Intermediate
This course will provide you with detailed knowledge
on all aspects of the history and application of formal
techniques in writing poetry. Each session is taught
by a different poet, so expect to be challenged and
inspired by a variety of approaches and practices.
Including language and diction, rhyme and rhythm,
lineation and verse forms (such as the sonnet and
sestina), and more radical forms (such as prose poetry
and concrete poetry), The Construction of the Poem
will give you the tools of the trade needed to build the
perfect poem. See details of tutors on our website.
Routes into Poetry
Tutor: Tamar Yoseloff
Day / Time: Tuesdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 23 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Beginners
This course is appropriate for beginners and those
who have written some poetry, but who would like to
take a more structured approach to their writing. You
will examine the basics of rhyme, metre, verse forms,
lineation and stanza structure. Through exercises,
reading, writing and feedback, you will also begin to
construct a voice, to create shapes on the page and
develop your first drafts with confidence. If you are a
complete beginner, we recommend you download our
course How to Write Poetry before you enrol.
Poem, Prompt, Pick & Mix
Tutor: Jacqueline Saphra
Day / Time: Wednesdays weekly, 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 24 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Intermediate
Looking to develop your writing through experimentation, play and close reading? Every week you’ll

read a selection of inspiring poems written on a
particular theme: these will act as a springboard for
your own work. In-workshop writing exercises will
give you a working draft to develop and bring back to
the group for discussion. There will be optional formal
suggestions offered to motivate you, help you to
move away from familiar territory, go on some poetry
adventures and surprise yourself.
Advanced Poetry Workshop (Evening)
Tutor: Matthew Caley
Day / Time: Wednesdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 24 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Advanced
This advanced course will focus primarily on
developing your current work-in-progress, including
individual poems and poems-in-sequence, through
reading, discussion, feedback, re-drafting and
discussion of ‘motives’ and direction. Occasionally, at
the right moment, this will be augmented by a writing
task, a guest-poet or editor, a focus on a particular
practitioner/poet/book, or a tangential-but relevant
session in order to engender fresh thinking.
To apply: contact the office for details.
Poetry & Prose
Tutor: Myra Schneider
Venue: 130 Morton Way, London N14 7AL
Day / Time: Wednesdays, monthly 7:45–9:45pm
Price: £185, £165, £139
Duration: Monthly sessions of 2hrs
Level: Intermediate to Advanced
A monthly meeting for those who have had some
experience in writing poetry or serious creative
prose, involving exercises and in-depth feedback to
develop critical skills. Myra’s particular interests
lie in narrative and personal writing, an area in
which she’s widely published. To apply please
email six poems in a Word document to Myra at
myraRschneider@gmail.com or post with email
address/SAE to the above address.
Intermediate Poetry Workshop
Tutor: Matthew Caley
Day / Time: Thursdays, weekly 2–4pm
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 25 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Intermediate
This is a course suitable for intermediate writers who
want to improve their skills and develop new work.
You’ll look at published poems which are connected
by form or theme, create your own poems in response,
and then workshop them with your tutor and fellow
students.
To apply: contact the office for details.

Advanced Poetry Workshop with
Special Guests 1 & 2
Tutor: Kathryn Maris
Day: Thursdays, weekly
Time: 11am–1pm (1); 2–4pm (2)
Duration: 2 x 10 weeks
Start Date: 25 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Advanced
This advanced course will focus on the development
of your own poetry through weekly homework
exercises, reading assignments, lively group
discussions and in-depth feedback on your poems
in progress. Three visiting poets per term will give
a short reading and discussion of their work, answer
questions, and offer feedback on student poems.
Spring guests, subject to final confirmation, will be
Phillis Levin, Sarah Westcott and Nick Makoha.
To apply: contact the office for details.
Saturday Sessions
Tutor: Ros Barber
Day / Time: Saturdays, monthly, 10:30am–4:30pm
Duration: 3 sessions per term
Dates: 27 January, 24 February & 24 March
Price: £177, £165, £139
Level: Open to all
Does your poetry need a bit of a kick? Do you want
to take poetry seriously, yet leave each session
feeling uplifted? Spend time with a supportive
tutor and friendly students. Join a group that gives
considered advice, loves poetry and wants to like
you and your work.

SHORT COURSES
A Conversation with the Past:
Romantics and Victorians
Tutor: Tim Dooley
Day / Time: Tuesdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 10 sessions
Start Date: 23 January
Price: £171, £162, £137
Level: Open to all
Drawing on the work of key Romantic, Victorian and
early twentieth century poets and their successors,
you will develop your individual approach to writing
and start to build up a body of creative work with
a definite individual identity. Through exercises,
reading, writing, group feedback and small group
planning sessions, you will be encouraged to
construct an independent voice, while maintaining
a dialogue with poetic traditions. The course is
suitable for those seeking a one-term, stand-alone
course, but may also be of interest to students who
have attended Tim’s courses in previous years.

Beyond the Self: The Persona Poem
Tutors: Shazea Quraishi
Day / Time: Thursdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 25 January
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all

ONE/TWO DAY WORKSHOPS

‘It’s never too late to be what you might have been’ –
George Eliot. Writing in a persona, whether historical
or fictional, offers infinite possibilities and freedom,
transporting the writer beyond the familiar self.
Taking inspiration from poets including TS Eliot,
Louise Glück and Kei Miller, we will play with the ‘I’
in our poems, assuming identities and using myth
and fairytale to transform autobiographical material
into story. We will also explore poetry of witness and
reflect on questions of appropriation and authenticity
as we consider which stories are not ours to tell.

The TS Eliot Prize Readings is the event that kicks
off the new year in the poetry world. The night
before the £25,000 prize-winner is announced, the
ten shortlisted poets read to an audience of 2000.
In this event before the readings, Malika Booker
provides an overview of this year’s shortlisted
books, inviting comment and debate from the
audience. Please book tickets via The Southbank
Centre website.

‘I’m Out of Time, I’m Out of F*cking Time’
– Writing from the Queer Archive
Tutor: Jay Bernard
Day / Time: Thursdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 25 January
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
This multimedia course will explore the potential of
archives for queer writers. Using film, photography
and other materials we will look at history as fertile
ground for grappling with erasure, secrecy and
marginalisation, as well as radical activism, politics
and dramatic cultural change. We will write poems
that ask questions: how do archives relate to lived
experience? What gets documented, by whom,
and why? How do we understand and complicate
narratives around sex, sexuality and gender, with
perspectives on areas such as race, class and
disability? And what is it we wish to document for
future generations?
Controlled Panic: Poetry and Obsession
Tutor: Abigail Parry
Day / Time: Thursdays, weekly 6:45–8:45pm
Duration: 5 sessions
Start Date: 1 March
Price: £90, £86, £72
Level: Open to all
This course will investigate the use of obsession as
a writing technique. Over five weekly sessions, we’ll
look at forms that make use of repeating words and
refrains, and in particular those that tailor their own
forms of compulsive return. We’ll explore the ways in
which an idée fixe may be modulated, and the ways
in which the terms of a poem can be reshuffled. We’ll
also make use of the list poem as a means of tapping
enduring fixations.

TS Eliot Prize Preview Event with Malika Booker
Date: Sunday 14 January
Time: 2–4:30pm
Venue: The Southbank Centre, London
Bookings: via www.southbankcentre.co.uk

White Noise
Tutor: Ross Sutherland
Date: Saturday 20 January
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £72, £68, £58
Level: Open to all
A day of poetry inspired by randomness and
uncertainty. Listening to half-tuned radios, following
strangers, translating dog barks, etc. Working
backwards from nonsense (nb. results could still be
very stupid). We will try out some tested approaches
(borrowed from Conceptual Writing, Chaos Magick,
Dada) as well as devising some of our own.
Writing Carmen
Tutor: Richard Scott
Date: 3 February and 3 March
Time: 9:30am–4:30pm (1); 10:30am–4:30pm (2)
Price: £144, £136, £116
Level: Open to all
Explore poetry and opera with poet and ex-opera
singer Richard Scott. You’ll be invited to soak
up the atmosphere of the Royal Opera House –
including a private backstage tour, a pre-show
glimpse of the costumes and stage-weapons –
before watching a dress rehearsal of Barrie Kosky’s
radical production of Bizet’s Carmen. A month later
you’ll meet again with Richard to discuss how other
poets, including Mark Doty, Frederick Seidel, WH
Auden and Charles Simic, have tackled the opera
in their poetry; then together you’ll workshop and
examine your new poems inspired by this unique
operatic experience!

Rules Were Made to be Broken
Tutor: David Clarke
Date: Saturday 17 February
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: 72, £68, £58
Level: Open to all

Was zur Hölle? European Poetry Now!
Tutor: SJ Fowler
Dates: Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 March
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £144, £136, £116
Level: Open to all

Show don’t tell. Never use adverbs. Or the word
‘shard’. We’ve all encountered poetry’s ‘rules’ – trotted
out at workshops and in writing guides – but are these
rules actually useful, or do they just impose one idea
of what poetry should be? And what happens if we
break the rules? In this workshop we will explore
the reasons rules evolve and, by reading inspiring,
rule-breaking poets and through liberating practical
exercises, try to free ourselves from poetry’s ‘don’ts’
to produce surprising, disobedient and unruly work of
our own.

This intensive two-day course with SJ Fowler, director
of London’s European Poetry Festival (April 2018),
explores what is happening right now in a golden age
of poetic innovation over the Channel, and how that
offers British poets the chance to expand their own
practice. Focusing on methodology and making, and
exploring the themes of the Festival, this crash-course
draws on huge array of ground-breaking European
poets to blaze new paths into language, visual and live
poetries. Participants will also have the opportunity
to develop their own works for presentation at the
European Poetry Festival.

Confessional: Writing the Inside, Out
Tutor: Rebecca Tamás
Date: Saturday 10 March
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £72, £68, £58
Level: Open to all
Think about how we might approach trauma, sexuality,
gender, grief and heartbreak in our work and question
how we remain true to our experiences, whilst reaching
outwards to readers – producing writing that might
serve our own need for catharsis and self-care, whilst
radically transforming the communicative, empathetic
possibilities of language. As well as producing new
writing in the class, we will look at classic ‘confessional
poets’ such as Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton and Robert
Lowell, and also dive into modern poets re-figuring the
confessional legacy, reading Dorothea Lasky, Warsan
Shire and Sharon Olds.
Quick to the Cut
Tutor: Martha Sprackland
Dates: Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 March
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £144, £136, £116
Level: Open to all
Editing and redrafting your own poems can be a
tricky business; it’s easy to start thinking of first
drafts as somehow final, particularly once they’ve
been typed up and beautifully formatted. In this
workshop we will look at questions of economy and
clutter, and work towards seeing your poems with an
‘outside eye’,
a sharp pencil, and a ruthless determination to kill,
cut and relineate your darlings. Whether you bring
new drafts for a first edit, or old favourites you’re
curious to put through their paces, we’ll reach for your
poems’ best versions of themselves and, with any
luck, they, and you, will come away invigorated.

Powers Of Syntax
Tutor: Phillis Levin
Date: 24 March
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £72, £68, £58
Level: Open to all
This workshop will focus on varieties of sentence
structure and the shape-shifting powers of syntax
across lines, stanzas, and whole poems. Writing
poetry creates tension between lineation and sentence
rhythm: this dynamic amplifies the forces the syntax
sets in motion. In addition to sentence patterns, we
will explore the fragment, if/then constructions,
parallelism, and the rhetorical technique anaphora. A
packet of touchstone poems (circulated in advance)
will highlight syntactical strategies that offer ways to
subvert linearity, suspend time, increase expectations
and re-orient the reader’s experience.
Writing on Trees
Tutor: Laura Scott
Date: 31 March
Time: 10:30am–4:30pm
Price: £72, £68, £58
Level: Open to all
As someone said about John Ashbery, ‘It takes a
kind of courage to write simply about trees.’ Trees
offer themselves almost too easily to poets. Spanning
centuries, putting down roots, returning to life in the
spring, bearing fruit, sheltering fairy-tale children,
they seem to turn into metaphors while they’re still
in the ground. Can we find a way to let trees simply
be trees as well as everything else? We will look
at work by John Ashbery, Robert Frost, Seamus
Heaney, Charlotte Mew and others, before writing and
discussing our own tree poems.

ONLINE COURSES

	
All online courses take place in CAMPUS, our social network for poets. Using CAMPUS, students will be
able to use a Facebook-style platform to chat with friends both privately and publicly, participate in live
chats, submit poems and download learning resources.
Interactive courses last 10 weeks, consisting of one
assignment posted per ‘session’ every fortnight. Each
session, you will be expected to post poems in response
to the assignment within a week, after which students will
begin to feedback on each other’s work in their unique
CAMPUS online group forum. Each session culminates in
a 2 hour live chatroom discussion with your course tutor,
where all the latest poems are discussed in a free-flowing,
live-typed discussion. All live chats are then transcribed
and archived for students to re-read whenever they want.
New assignments are posted after each live chat.
International courses are exactly the same as
Interactive courses, but there are no live chats, making
them accessible to students based in international time
zones. All feedback on these courses is written.
Feedback courses have no live chat component or
assignments and focus on the close editing of existing
poems. Students share and leave feedback within their
CAMPUS online group forum only. These courses are
suitable for international students.
Studios are short, intensive poetry writing courses
that last 3–4 weeks (3 sessions plus a ‘hangover week’),
cramming all the content of a weekend workshop into
a few online sessions. The emphasis on Studios is more
heavily skewed towards getting words on the page, with
a softer focus on group feedback and editing. There
are no live chats and these courses are suitable for
international students.
Masterclasses are 12 week courses (spread over 6
sessions) with a much deeper consideration of technical
craft and critical theory. For advanced students only:
fluency with poetic language and ideas will be assumed.
There are no live chats and they are suitable for UK and
International students.
Please note: Online courses are open to all students
but a basic level of digital literacy is required and nonnegotiable. The Poetry School is only responsible for
technical and usability issues within their purview.
To find out whether an online course is right for you,
please email: will@poetryschool.com.

INTERACTIVE COURSES
The Poetry of Climate Change
Tutor: Carrie Etter
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 22 January
Live chats: Mondays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 5 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all

From extreme weather events to the disappearance of
species, we are all witnesses to climate change. How
can poetry respond to this ecological disaster and its
far-reaching repercussions? What is the role of the poet
in these circumstances: recorder, informer, protester?
In this course, we will read poems that rage, lament,
hope, criticise, and urge. We will look at individual
poems online, including the selections curated by the
Royal Society of Arts and by Poet Laureate Carol Ann
Duffy, as well as full collections addressing the issue,
such as Peter Reading’s polyvocal masterpiece, -273.15.
All This World is Yours: Poetry Through
the Lens of the Occult
Tutor: MacGillivray
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 23 January
Live chats: Tuesdays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 6 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
‘The world is full of magic things, patiently waiting for our
senses to grow sharper’ – WB Yeats. This online course
looks at the centrality of language and poetic consciousness to the magician’s craft, and how occult knowledge
and practice has long drawn poets to its flame. The mythopoetic, intuited imaginative and third critical eye will be
our tools, as we abandon traditional form to participate in
a seance of the sinister, providing left-handed approaches
to the essential place of poetry as an act of conjuration
capable of altering other states of perception.
Test Patterns: Poetry and Science
Tutor: Tania Hershman
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 24 January
Live chats: Wednesdays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 7 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
Did you find science baffling at school? Or wish you
had listened a bit harder? On this online course we’ll
peer into the world of science and scientists to gather
inspiration for new poems, treating our notebooks
like a research laboratory: observing, stirring, colliding, growing, theorising, collaborating, weighing, illuminating, and imagining. Over a series of
structured assignments we will apply the principles
of the scientific method to measure and mould words
in new ways, creating new work in a shared site that
finds common ground in the methods of both artist
and scientist.

More Life: Philosophy as Poetry
Tutor: Will Harris
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 29 January
Live chats: Mondays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 12 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all

and recharge our vocabularies. Over five sessions
we’ll learn how to raid museum collections, plunder
literary sources, analyse historical objects and
appropriate anecdotes from the past to forge original
poetic material that both speaks to the centuries of
the past, and centuries to come.

Nietzsche argued the role of philosophy was to
provide ‘more life’. The same could be said of poetry:
it gives a fullness to life in its creation of new ways of
speaking, thinking, and looking, seeking to expand
rather than simplify. On this course we’ll read
philosophy and poetry and all kinds of hybrid texts,
and we’ll use poems to bring to life philosophical
concepts and use them to sharpen our poems.
Starting with Platonic Realism, we’ll explore poems
which challenge the distinction between representing
and creating worlds; we’ll look at the linguistic turn
of Wittgenstein and Frege, and its parallels in literary
modernism; and we’ll see how the L-A-N-G-U-A-G-E
poets challenged the structuralism of Ferdinand de
Saussure.

These courses are suitable for international
students, as well as those based in the UK. They are
the same as our interactive online courses, however
there are no live chats (all feedback is written) and
the courses can be completed from any time zone.

Bending Form: an Exploration of Possibilities
(Spring 2018)
Tutor: Shazea Quraishi
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 30 January
Live chats: Tuesdays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 13 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
In this online course, we will take a playful approach
as we explore the possibilities of form as a way of
freeing the writing process. Taking inspiration from
poets including Anne Carson, Terrance Hayes and
Vahni Capildeo, you will be encouraged to use form
adventurously, exploring its elastic potential and
working with it in explosive new ways. We will also
experiment with inventing our own forms, looking
at some lesser-known and experimental forms from
contemporary writers, as we enquire into how our
writing is affected when finding the form to fit a poem.
(This is a repeat of a course that has run previously.)
Retropoetics: Four Billion Years of Inspiration
Tutor: Rebecca Watts
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: 31 January
Live chats: Wednesdays, fortnightly, 7pm GMT
First live chat: 14 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
‘We don’t reproduce the past, we create it’ – Hilary
Mantel. This course invites you to adventure away
from personal experience and delve into the treasure
chest of history: an inexhaustible storehouse of
inspiration with the potential to refresh our outlook

INTERNATIONAL COURSES

The Poetry of Survival (Spring 2018)
Tutor: Clare Shaw
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: Monday 22 January
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
In this course, we’ll consider poetry’s capacity to
sustain, to heal – and to save. From the prison to the
sickbed, from the gulag to the ghetto, we’ll search
for poets who have given voice to the struggles
many of us will, at some point, face. Most of all, we’ll
focus on those who give voice to the experience of
survival, from the early lyrical poets, through to those
contemporary writers like Claudia Rankine, Carolyn
Forché and Kevin Power whose work directly reflects
the troubles and traumas of our age. In sharing those
poems, we’ll develop our own language of survival.
(This is a repeat of a course that has run previously.)
Now Hear This: Percussion, Tune and
the Poetics of Hip Hop
Tutor: Eric Berlin
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: Tuesday 23 January
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
In this online course, you’ll be equipped with tools to
adjust the nuts and bolts that account for the sound
of a line. By listening to some of the most fluently
musical poets of today alongside their counterparts in
hip hop, we’ll identify crucial musical principals and
practice recognizing their presence and effects. In
addition to poets like Sinead Morrissey, Sarah Howe,
Seamus Heaney, Jessica Jacobs, Patrick Rosal, Amit
Majmudar, Yusef Komunyakaa, and DA Powell, we’ll
discuss lyricists like Black Thought, Aesop Rock, Fatlip,
Nas, Lauryn Hill, André 3000 and Saul Williams. If
Ezra Pound was right that ‘poetry atrophies the farther
it gets from music, and music rots the farther it gets
from dance,’ then why not turn to hip hop, one of the
most exuberantly inventive genres of oral literature, to
discover more natural ways of playing with the sonic
possibilities of verse?

Each Thing’s a Thief: Memory, Theft and Tradition
Tutor: Adam Crothers
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: Wednesday 24 January
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
‘Immature poets imitate’, wrote TS Eliot, whereas ‘mature
poets steal’. It’s a good line, and a good principle: if you’re
going to take a line from another writer, make it your own,
and act without intention of returning it. This new online
course looks at poetic theft, and how appropriation and
intentionally ‘stealing’ from the work of others can make
focused, explicit and reflexive a creative activity in which
human thought constantly and necessarily engages.
We will explore methods by which poets can integrate
language from literary, popular and historical culture into
their poems, and will consider quotation, misquotation,
translation, re-contextualisation, the cento, the found poem
and the remix.
At Risk: Going Somewhere Different in Poetry
Tutor: Jennifer Wong
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: Thursday 25 January
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
How can poetry speak to us if it does not take risks,
say something bold and new, make adventurous leaps
with language and form? Where is the reward (if any) in
an easy idea, image or phrase? Our creative decisionmaking is often most alert when it is least compliant and
preoccupied with its own safety, when we are prepared
to chop up lines, abort cruise control and write with
passion and an open mind. Over ten weeks we will
create poems that startle and jolt us, pushing ourselves
outside the comfort zone, making meaning throughout
uncertainty, asking: where is safe territory, where does
our oceanic imagination begin?
Was zur Hölle? European Poetry Now (& Then)
Tutor: SJ Fowler
Duration: 10 weeks/5 sessions
Course starts: Monday 5 February
Price: £104, £99, £83
Level: Open to all
As the UK sadly divorces itself from the EU, this course
with SJ Fowler, director of London’s European Poetry
Festival (April 2018), abjures further divisions by
embracing (and reclaiming) contemporary European
poetry. In this course you will be introduced to dozens
of working poets and multifarious traditions, drawing
on modern poetic history and with an emphasis on
the radical, experimental and avant-garde. Exploring
constraint, concrete, visual, sound, performance and
language poetry, this is a chance to gain access to poetic
cultures and scenes almost completely hidden from
British poets and readers, and making your own new
work in response.

MASTERCLASSES
Masterclasses are an expanded version of our Interactive
and International courses, with a much deeper
consideration of technical craft and critical theory. These
12 week courses (spread over 6 sessions) are for advanced
students only, and fluency with poetic language and
ideas will be assumed. Each course will feature a mix of
challenging exercises and discussion-based learning.
There are no live chats and they are suitable for UK and
International students.
Saying Something Back: the Poetry of Grief
Tutor: Kathryn Simmonds
Duration: 12 weeks/6 sessions
Course starts: Monday 22 January
Price: £179, £169, £143
Level: Advanced
‘The souls of the dead are the spirit of language’ –
Denise Riley. The elegiac impulse is strong in poets:
we find comfort (and perhaps power) when we’re able
to ‘Say Something Back’. But what do we say and how
do we go about saying it? Writing in the wake of loss
can be a daunting and isolating process. This course
looks to see how a variety of contemporary poets
have responded to grief, using Kevin Young’s recent
anthology The Art of Losing as a touchstone, we’ll come
together in a spirit of discovery and experimentation.
Our aim is to explore the universal yet make poems
which are completely our own. And we’ll find
opportunities for joy and celebration too.

STUDIOS
Studios are short, intensive poetry writing courses
that last 3–4 weeks (3 sessions plus a ‘hangover
week’), cramming all the content of a weekend
workshop into a few online sessions. The emphasis
on Studios is more heavily skewed towards getting
words on the page, with a softer focus on group
feed-back and editing. There are no live chats and
these courses are suitable for international students.
Shadow of Violence Studio
Tutor: Mark Pajak
Duration: 3 weeks/sessions
Course starts: Monday 22 January
Price: £79, £75, £63
Level: Open to all
When we think of (or remember) violence, the first
thing that often enters our head is the heat and the
blinding flash of the peak moment – that razor word;
that knockout punch; that gun blast. It is a difficult place
from which to start writing because it is the hot and
blinding moment it can be hard to hold and observe, the
adrenaline speeding up our emotions and slowing down
our thoughts. On this Studio we will look at the moments
before, during and after violence, and intricately explore
how by placing that peak moment on a timeline you can
yield poems of vastly different impact.

Queer Studio
Tutor: Mary Jean Chan
Duration: 3 weeks/sessions
Course starts: Monday 12 February
Price: £79, £75, £63
Level: Open to all
How might we eschew a life built upon lies, secrets and
silence? And how might a “queer” poetics free us of our
emotional chains? What of other aspects of ourselves
which underpin our complex identities – such as race,
gender and class? This course looks at what it means to
be a “queer” poet, to refuse to be silent about a part of
ourselves that is both deeply personal and fundamentally
political. In this three-week intensive course, we shall
explore canonical and contemporary work by queer poets
from the UK and US and examine how we might approach
the multi-faceted subject of queerness, thus allowing our
whole, undivided selves to flourish.
Stanza Body Studio: Pleasures, Pains, and
Sensory Poetics
Tutor: Khairani Barokka
Duration: 3 weeks/sessions
Course starts: Monday 5 March
Price: £79, £75, £63
Level: Open to all
This course is for anyone inhabiting a body, with a
desire to translate the felt world into poetry. However
you identify the vessel you live in, over three weeks,
we will take on poetics as a tool to take on life-or-death
politics associated with the body, as well as questioning
binaries of gender, mind/body, and issues relating to
disablement – from the ground up. From your breath
to your meditative state to your everyday actions, we’ll
explore how to write what a body feels, and why we feel
we must. The class will specifically focus on work by
writers, poets, theorists, and filmmakers, including those
in the groundbreaking anthology, Stairs and Whispers:
D/deaf and Disabled Poets Write Back (including coeditors Sandra Alland and Daniel Sluman).
Haiku Rebellion Studio (Spring 2018)
Tutor: Lynne Rees
Duration: 3 weeks/sessions
Course starts: Tuesday 3 April
Price: £79, £75, £63
Level: Open to all
Three lines, syllable counting, nature, Zen. Now,
we’ve got those crusty preconceptions and outdated
rules out of the way we can take a fresh look at
English language haiku in the light of contemporary
Western practice. On this intensive 3 week writing
course we will re-visit the most misunderstood of
all the poetic forms – the haiku – looking at work by
experienced practitioners in the UK and USA. We
will then practice some techniques that contribute
towards making the ordinary extraordinary, enabling
us to write our own small epiphanies, tiny elegies and
snapshots from our daily lives that are charged with
clarity, emotion and humour. (This is a repeat of a
course that has run previously.)

FEEDBACK COURSES

Do you have a heap of discarded poems which just
won’t work no matter how many revisions you make?
The Poetry School’s Fortnightly Feedback workshops
provide a place for the general improvement of left-fordead poems in need of resuscitation. Bring poems of
any shape or size once a fortnight and receive detailed
feedback from your tutor and general advice from fellow
students. These courses are ideal for those looking to
ready poems for magazine submission.
Fortnightly Feedback with Victoria Kennefick
Tutor: Victoria Kennefick
Duration: 10 weeks / 5 sessions
Course starts: Monday 22 January
First poem submission deadline: 5 February
Price: £79, £75, £63
Level: Open to all

P OETRY COURSES TO
DOWNLOAD
Download poetry courses and lessons direct
from our website. They are non-interactive –
perfect for those who want to learn at their own
pace. Pay online at www.poetryschool.com

Courses
Our download courses contain dozens of themed
reading and writing exercises to work on by yourself.
How to Write Poetry by Nigel Forde and Towards
a Collection by Pascale Petit are £10 each; Poetry
& Autobiography by Graham Fawcett, Routes into
Poetry by Tamar Yoseloff is £15.

FREE SHORT DOWNLOADS
Short downloads contain a brief burst of advice
about a specific area of craft or inspiration – perfect
for breaking open new ideas. Plenty of ideas for
beginner, intermediate and advanced writers – all
available free on www.poetryschool.com

AUDIO DOWNLOAD
Urban wandering and the practice of
‘psychogeography’, as adopted by such writers as
Iain Sinclair, Paul Farley and Chris McCabe, can
influence the rhythms and subjects of our poems.
Tamar Yoseloff’s self-guided tour of Clerkenwell and
Bloomsbury is designed to generate new poetry,
though a combination of historical fact and literary
reference. Download a map and the MP3 file for £5.

Please book by 8 January!

